
Spiritual Strategic Warfare  

 

”Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the 

breastplate of righteousness in place” Ephesians 6:14 

"And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace” Ephesians 6:15 

“above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the 

fiery darts (arrows) of the wicked one” Ephesians 6:16 

"And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 

the Spirit, which is the word of God ..." Ephesians 6:17. 

 “For the word of God is quick (alive), and powerful, and sharper than any two 

edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the 

joints and marrow (bone), and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the 

heart...” Hebrews 4.12. 

Zidkiyah Yisrael 
 

THE COURTROOM AND JUDGMENT OF GOD 

Does God have a courtroom?  According to the bible, there will 

come a day where God will set in motion a place of judgment.  

There will be a Courtroom, a Judge, a Defendant, a 

Summon, a Trial, the Evidence, the Verdict, and the 

Sentence. 

In America we have witness a flood of TV shows that seem to 

focus on the courtroom.  A few examples of these are the 

following: Judge Judy, The Peoples Court, L.A. Law, Law and 

Order, Perry Mason…etc.  The biggest television courtroom 



broadcast that went live, where millions were tuned in was the 

O.J. Simpson trial.  It seems that Americans are fascinated with 

courtroom drama. 

The Bible tells us that the ultimate courtroom drama will take 

place one day in heaven in the courtroom of God, when all those 

who have rejected him will have their day in court. The Bible refer 

to this as being “The Great White Throne Judgment”.   

The court date for such an event is set according to God’s time 

frame, which is to take place after the millennium Kingdom 

of God has ended and Satan is cast into the lake of fire. 

This particular event is one of the most graphic picture of the 

bible. Rev 20:11-15 describe such a horrific event, “And I saw 

a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose 

face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was 

found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and 

great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and 

another book was opened, which is the book of life: and 

the dead were judged out of those things which were 

written in the books, according to their works. And the 

sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell 

delivered up the dead which were in them: and they 

were judged every man according to their 

works. And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. 

This is the second death. And whosoever was not found 

written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire”.  

The Courtroom:  Most people probably wonder at some point 

during their life, does God have a supreme courthouse that is the 



Supreme Court Of The Universe?  The bible describes the 

“Ancient of Days” sitting on his great white throne. God’s 

throne is great because it is the highest throne in the universe.  

The bible describe it as being “white” because of its purety, 

holiness, and righteousness.  All verdicts handed down from his 

throne will be perfect, accurate, just, and true. This is the 

ultimate courtroom. The courtroom of God’s throne of justice.  It 

is the supreme court of heaven and earth!  

The Judge:  The bible describe who this is who sits on this 

magnificent, and kingly throne.  It is the Lord Jesus Christ 

himself.  The bible make it clear that Jesus Christ is the absolute 

final judge whom the unbelieving world will stand.  John 5:22 

says “The Father leaves all judgment to his son”  Acts 

17:31 confirm this same truth “He has set a day for judging 

the world with justice by the man he has appointed, and 

he proved to everyone who this is by raising him from the 

dead”.  According to 2 Timothy 4:1 Jesus Christ will judge “The 

living and the dead”. 

Since you are going to stand trial in God's courtroom, it is 
important to understand the judge who will be presiding over 
your case. A few brief observations on God’s character may be 
helpful. First, a snow job or a lame excuse is not going to work. 
God knows everything. He is aware of the smallest details. The 
Bible states, "But the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered" (Mat. 10:30). Second, God does not lie. The Bible 
states, "In the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot 
lie...." (Titus 1:2). God says what he means and means 
what he says. Third, God cannot be bribed. “For the Lord 
your God is the God of gods and the Lord of lords, the 



great, the mighty, and the awesome God who does not 
show partiality nor take a bribe” (Deut. 10:17). Fourth, 
God has no favorites. The Bible states, "For there is no 
partiality with God" (Rom. 2:11). God does not show 
partiality and will judge without regard to race, economics, status 
in the community, or church membership. It does not matter the 
type of family you were raised in or whether you made 
contributions to a church or charity. Fifth, God is perfectly fair 
and always right. Human judges can make mistakes. God is 
perfect in his judgments. “He is coming to judge the earth; 
He will judge the world with righteousness, and the 
peoples with equity” (Ps. 98:9). Sixth, God strictly follows 
the law. Human judges sometimes do not follow the law. Some 
judges are tempted to interpret the law in order to achieve a 
particular result. However, God cannot bend the law. God’s 
holiness requires him to perfectly follow the law, even if it causes 
him personal sorrow. Seventh, God is holy and wrathful. The 
Bible states, "For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who 
suppress the truth in unrighteousness" (Rom. 1:18). This 
character trait of God is often passed over because many people 
would rather believe God is all loving and kind only, they want to 
pretend this attribute of God does not exist. It makes them feel 
very uncomfortable to know otherwise. But this characteristic of 
God must be balanced with the eighth characteristic which is 
that God is full of love and compassion. The Bible states, "For 
God so loved the world ....” (John 3:16) and "God is love" 
(1 John 4:8). One of the most profound and reassuring truths in 
the Bible is that God truly loves you more than anyone else has 
ever loved you or could ever love you.  Finally, God will use every 
available means prior to your death to assist you so that the 
penalty of the charge is not imposed. “Not wishing for any to 
perish....” (2 Pet. 3:9). This is especially important to know 



because after reading the charge you may come to the immediate 
realization that you are guilty.  The Charge - You have sinned 
against God.  Regarding the charge, the Bible states, "For all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Rom. 

3:23). But one may ask what is sin? Answer; “Whosoever 
committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin 
is the transgression of the law” 1 John 3:4.   
 

How does one break God’s law or commandments?  Answer; the 
ten commandments  which define’s God’s law is 
referred to as the “moral” or “Royal” law. (James 2.8) 
For example breaking one of the Ten Commandments. For 
instance: 
 

Murder 
“You shall not murder” (Exod. 20:13). 
Adultery 
“You shall not commit adultery” (Exod. 20:14). 
Stealing 
“You shall not steal” (Exod. 20:15). 
Coveting 
“You shall not covet ....” (Exod. 20:17). Coveting occurs 
when a person has a strong desire to obtain something that 
belongs to someone else. 
Using God’s name as a swear word 
“You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in 
vain, for the Lord will not leave him unpunished who 
takes His name in vain” (Exod. 20:7). 
 
You can sin by your actions and also by your thoughts. Now you 
may have never committed the sin of murder, but you may have 
committed the sin of anger. The Bible states, "You have heard 
that the ancients were told, ‘You shall not commit 



murder’ and ‘Whoever commits murder shall be liable to 
the Court.’ But I say to you that everyone who is angry 
with his brother shall be guilty before the court ...." (Mat. 
5:21-22). Also, you may have never committed the physical act 
of adultery, but you may have allowed immoral thoughts to linger 
in your mind. “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall 
not commit adultery’; but I say to you, that everyone who 
looks on a woman to lust for her has committed adultery 
with her already in his heart” (Mat. 5:27-28). Finally, sin 
can be active rebellion or passive indifference. Active rebellion is 
where you understand that a certain activity is wrong but engage 
in it anyway. Passive indifference is where you do not even care 
about keeping God’s commandments. You can even sin against 
God by failing to do something you know is right. “Therefore, to 
one who knows the right thing to do, and does not do it, 
to him it is sin” (Jam. 4:17). 
 
The charge that God has brought is so broad that it is undeniable 
and self-evident that every person has sinned against God at 
some point in his life. “Now we know that whatever the Law 
says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, that 
every mouth may be closed, and all the world may 
become accountable to God” (Rom. 3:19). 
 

Legal Options 
In the United States criminal justice system, the role of plea 
bargaining is very important. Without it, the system would 
collapse. Plea bargaining is where the prosecutor agrees to a 
reduced sentence in exchange for the defendant pleading guilty. 
Thus, you forego a trial. The lawyer and the prosecutor merely 
present the “plea agreement” to the judge and seek approval. 
The system would collapse without plea bargaining because there 
are not enough resources or time to try every single criminal 



case. A simple example of pleading guilty and entering into a plea 
agreement relates to a speeding ticket. Say you are charged with 
driving 75 mph in a 65 mph zone. However, you work out a plea 
agreement with the prosecutor. In exchange for pleading guilty 
and waiving your right to a trial, you receive court supervision for 
ninety days and pay a $150.00 fine. Why would you want to enter 
into this type of an agreement? So the traffic 
ticket will not go on your record. You do not want your auto 
insurance premiums to increase, or worse yet, lose your license.  
Most criminal defendants must make a decision whether to plead 
guilty and enter into a plea agreement or plead not guilty. If the 
defendant pleads not guilty, there will be a trial but he will get 
the opportunity to argue his side of the story to the judge or jury. 
Regarding your appearance in God’s courtroom, you also have 
the same two options. You can plead guilty and enter into a 
plea agreement with God (by confessing your sins and 
Repent).  Alternatively, you can plead not guilty and have a trial 
in God’s courtroom. 
 
Very Important - If you fail to plead guilty (confess your sin 
to God) and enter into a plea agreement before your death 
(Repent), there absolutely will be a trial in God’s courtroom. 
Furthermore, there will no longer be the possibility of entering a 
plea agreement. God’s offer of a plea agreement 
automatically is withdrawn upon your death! 
 
The Defendant: In the bible, the scripture tells us who the 
defendant will be in God’s courtroom.  It refers to “the dead, 
both great and small” Rev 20:12.  This scripture make it clear 
and plain that these are all the people throughout the ages who 
died without faith in Jesus Christ. They never accepted him nor 
repented.  You will notice that both the great (rich), and small 



(poor) and everyone in between, will be present in this 
courtroom.  
 
The Summon:  When God’s day of judgment come, there will be 

no place for anyone to hide. There won’t be an opportunity for a 

sophisticated high price lawyer to get the case postponed or 

thrown out of court. No one will have the luxury to jump bail.  

Everyone who has been summoned must appear before this 

particular judge! The dead will be summoned from all kinds of 

places. No matter where the dead are located. Rev 20:13 give 

us a specific example of this “The sea gave up the dead in it, 

and death and the grave gave up the dead in them”.  The 

sea, the depths of the ocean is one of the most remote places a 

human can not survive.  It seems impossible to us to obtain a 

corpse of a dead person deep beneath the ocean floor that has 

been in the sea no matter how long, but God is showing us that 

even the most mysterious, forbidden places to humanity are fully 

accessible to him.  According to Heb 9:27 that when we die, 

judgment is a sure thing! 

The Trial:  If you were charged with a crime in state court, the 
sheriff would arrest you and bring you to the county jail. Very 
soon after your arrest, a preliminary hearing would take place 
which is separate and distinct proceeding from the actual trial. At 
the preliminary hearing, the prosecutor is required to establish 
that there is probable cause. In other words, the prosecutor does 
not need to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that you committed 
the crime but only that there is a sufficient quantum of Evidence - 
probable cause - to subject you to a future trial on the merits. If 
probable cause is established, you could be sitting in jail for 
months waiting for your trial (assuming you could not bond out). 



After the trial, if you are found guilty, you could be 
sentenced to state prison. Compared to county jail, state 
prison is more violent, there is more security, and is 
intended for long-term confinement.  It is important to 
understand that the spirit of a person can exist outside the body 
and survives physical death (see the article The Soul The 
Body and The spirit in the bible). An initial judgment occurs 
upon a person’s death. The Bible states, “It is appointed for 
men to die once and after this comes judgment” (Heb. 
9:27). If a person has not pled guilty and has failed to enter into 
a plea agreement prior to death, his or her spirit is taken to a 
place called Hell (County Jail). “The rich man also died and 
was buried. And in Hades (Hell) he lifted up his eyes, 
being in torment....” (Luke 16:23). However, the final 
judgment (i.e., your trial) does not take place immediately upon 
your death. This may come as a surprise to many! 
 

The final judgment takes place after the resurrection 
of the body and is known as the Great White 
Throne Judgment. “And I saw a great white throne 

and Him who sat upon it ....” (Rev. 20:11). The Bible 
indicates that one day each person will receive a resurrected 
body. The scriptural basis for the resurrection is set forth in both 
the Old and New Testaments. One of the clearest references in 
scripture to the resurrection of the dead is found in the Book of 
Daniel. An angel stated to the prophet Daniel, “But as for you, 
go your way to the end; then you will enter into rest and 
rise again for your allotted portion at the end of the age” 
(Dan. 12:13). The New Testament also supports the fact that 
the righteous will be resurrected from the dead. “But when you 
give a reception, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, 
the blind, and you will be blessed, since they do not have 



the means to repay you; for you will be repaid at the 
resurrection of the righteous” (Luke 14:13-14). 
 
As Jesus Christ was raised from the dead, so all who have 
entered into a plea agreement with God, by placing their faith in 
Jesus Christ for their salvation, will also receive a new body. “For 
the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of 

God; and the dead in Christ shall rise 

first” (1 Thes. 4:16). The resurrection of the righteous is 

known as the first resurrection and takes place after the 
tribulation, after the sound of the “last trumpet” (I 
CORINTHIANS 15:52) with the second coming of Jesus Christ. 
Those who attain to the first resurrection of the dead will reign 
with Jesus Christ on the earth for a thousand years. This is called 
the millennial reign of Christ. “Blessed and holy is the one 
who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the 
second death has no power, but they will be priests of 
God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand 
years” (Rev. 20:6). 
 

The Bible also indicates that a person who fails to enter into a 
plea agreement with God will also be given a new body. The Bible 
speaks of the resurrection of the unrighteous. Jesus Christ stated, 
“Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all 
who are in the tombs shall hear His voice, and shall come 

forth; those who did the good deeds to a 
resurrection of life, those who committed the evil 

deeds to a resurrection of judgment” (John 5:28-
29) (emphasis added). The Apostle Paul also stated that the 

wicked would certainly be resurrected. “But this I admit to 



you, that according to the Way which they call a sect I do 
serve the God of our fathers, believing everything that is 
in accordance with the Law, and that is written in the 
Prophets; having a hope in God, which these men cherish 
themselves, that there shall certainly be a resurrection of 
both the righteous and the wicked” (Act 24:15) (emphasis 
added). The resurrection of the unrighteous takes place after the 
millennial reign of Jesus Christ on the earth. “The rest of the 
dead did not come to life until the thousand years were 
completed”(Rev. 20:5). 
 
Public trial:  The trials in God’s courtroom will not take place 
behind closed doors. It is not just between you and God. God has 
a few things he wants to accomplish. He wants to establish to all 
of humanity that he is righteous and fair, and his judgments are 
perfect and flawless. He can only accomplish these goals if the 
trials are public. The most detailed descriptions of the trials that 
will take place in God’s courtroom are set forth in the books of 
Daniel and Revelation: “I kept looking until thrones were set 
up,and the Ancient of Days took His seat; His vesture was 
like white snow, and the hair of His head like pure wool. 
His throne was a blaze with flames …Thousands upon 
thousands were attending Him, and myriads upon 
myriads were standing before Him. The court sat, and the 
books were opened …And I saw a great white throne and 
Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and 
heaven fled away, and no place was found for them. And I 
saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before 
the throne, and books were opened; and another book 
was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were 
judged from the things which were written in the books, 
according to their deeds" (Dan.7:9-11 & Rev. 20:11-12) 
(emphasis added). 



 
In reference to the future trials, the prophet Daniel stated, 
“myriads upon myriads were standing before him. The 
Court sat, and the books were opened” (Dan. 7:10). In 
Daniel’s day, if a person wanted to describe a vast number of 
people (millions or billions), the phrase ‘myriads upon myriads’ 
would be used. It is the type of phrase to describe the sands on a 
seashore. Attending the trials (at the end of the age) is going to 
be the largest gathering of people ever put together in human 
history. The trial will definitely be public. “But when the Son of 
Man comes in glory, and all the angels with Him, then He 
will sit on His glorious throne. And all the nations will be 
gathered before Him ... Then He will also say to those on 
His left, Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal 
fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels” 
(Mat. 25:31-32 & 41) (emphasis added). Like any trial, there 
will be witnesses who may testify against you. For example, when 
Jesus Christ was on the earth, he was concerned at the hard 
hearts of the people who were rejecting the message of salvation. 
Jesus Christ stated, “The men of Nineveh shall stand up with 
this generation at the judgment, and shall condemn it 
because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and 
behold, something greater than Jonah is here” (Mat. 
12:41) and “The Queen of the South shall rise up with this 
generation at the judgment and shall condemn it, 
because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the 
wisdom of Solomon; and behold, something greater than 
Solomon is here.” (Mat. 12:42). The men of Nineveh lived 
approximately 750 years before Christ. The Queen of the South 
lived approximately 950 years before Christ. Yet, both provided 
testimony on whether certain people should be condemned. So 
there seems to be active participation by some people who are 
watching the trials, even if they lived in a different age. 



 
In a criminal case, the prosecutor must prove that the defendant 
is guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. In God’s courtroom, there 
will be absolutely no doubt or question as to whether a person is 
guilty of the charge. It is important to realize that the amount of 
evidence and testimony that will be brought against a person 
standing trial in God’s courtroom will be compelling and 
overwhelming. Everyone will concur on the conviction. Even when 
a person is condemned, he will realize the absolute fairness of 
God’s judgment in his life. Every person, including those found 
guilty at the Great White Throne Judgment, will bow their knee to 
God. The Bible states, “For we shall all stand before the 
judgment seat of God. For it is written, ‘As I live, says the 
Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue shall 
give praise to God’” (Rom. 14:10-11). 
 

Potential Defenses:  If you fail to plead guilty before your 
death, there will be a trial but you may be able to raise several 
defenses. 
 
 

Defense No. 1 - Deny or minimize the extent of your sin 
 
Guess what? God has been video taping your entire life. The 
camera is hidden but it was activated when you were born and 
only will be turned off upon your death. Furthermore, it is a 
special video tape because it not only records actions but also 
words, thoughts, and attitudes. The Bible states, "And I say to 
you, that every careless word that men shall speak, they 
shall render account for it in the day of judgment"(Mat. 
12:36). Notice the phrases “every careless word,” “they shall 
render account,” “in the day of judgment.” Your secret 
thoughts, including those violent, greedy, or immoral thoughts 



also will be put into evidence. The Bible states, "God will judge 
the secrets of men through Christ Jesus" (Rom. 2:16). 
These thoughts and other actions most likely are contained in the 
“books.” The Bible states, “The dead were judged from the 
things which were written in the books, according to their 
deeds" (Rev. 20:12) (emphasis added). 
 
If you plead not guilty, there is a strong possibility that at your 
trial the entire tape is going to be replayed (or the book read) in 
its entirety - action by action, word by word, and thought by 
thought for every minute of your life. Remember, the trial is 
public. You are not going to be able to hide anything. There is a 
definite possibility that your spouse, children, co-workers, and 
friends will hear all of the evidence that is presented. The people 
whom you thought you had fooled all your life will no longer be 
fooled. So the strategy to gloss over the bad is not going to work. 
You might be saying, “That cannot happen because it would 
take a hundred years just to hear one person’s life.” 
However, this will probably not pose a problem. In the 
eternal future, time may not exist in the manner that we 
experienced it while living on the earth. “ But do not let 
this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the 
Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand 
years as one day” (2 Pet. 3:8). So not having enough time to 
conduct a thorough trial will not be an issue. 
 
 
Defense No. 2 - Compare your life to really bad people 
 

The second potential defense is to compare your life to really bad 
people. When you reflect on your life, perhaps like many others 
you could say the following: “I know that I am not perfect and 
lilly white, but there are a lot of other people who have done 



worse sins than me. I will just call a couple of really bad sinners 
as witnesses, a few murderers, child molesters, and rapists, and 
compare them to me. In the end, I will not look so bad 
after all." This potential defense has a tremendous amount of 
appeal. Almost anyone can find someone who is more sinful than 
himself. However, the idea of calling "really bad sinners" as 
witnesses to make you look good is not going to work. 
Apparently, you have misunderstood the charge. The charge is 
not based on the amount of sin you have committed but on the 
fact of sin. In other words, you only need to have sinned one 
time your entire life to be convicted. The Bible states, "For 
whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one 
point, he has become guilty of all" (James 2:10). God’s 
standard for acquittal of the charge is absolute perfection. Yet, if 
you are like most people, you have probably sinned dozens of 
times this week and hundreds or thousands of times over the course of 

your life. Consequently, merely comparing yourself to other people will 

not be an effective defense. 
 
 
Defense No. 3 - Emphasize your good deeds 
 

The third potential defense is to emphasize your good deeds. This 
potential defense requires you to describe in great detail all of the 
good things that you have done. Emphasize your charitable 
activities, the times you went to church, and your good family. 
Try to gloss over the bad things and put them in “context” by 
emphasizing your good deeds. The problem with this defense 
(although good deeds are important) is that it does not remove 
your past sin. Fortunately, we have a record from one of the 
future trials where Jesus Christ responded to this defense. Notice 
how Jesus Christ responds to the “good deeds” defense, “Many 
will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not 



prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out 
demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ And 
then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart 
from Me, you who practice lawlessness’” (Mat. 7: 22-23). 
These were very religious people who performed many good 
deeds, including prophecy and miracles. Jesus did not deny they 
did these good deeds. Yet, their defense was rejected because of 
their sin.  How could someone sin using God’s spiritual gift as 
mention above?  Those who seem to be doing great and mighty 
works for God does not necessarily mean they are doing God’s 
work. For example; Just because a person is a pastor of a church, 
doesn't automatically mean that their heart is right. They can be 
the ones boasting how great they are just because they have a 
ministry.  Sometimes it is difficult to tell where a pastor's heart is. 
This is where you need to look not only at the words they speak, 
but also the fruits, meaning actions, they produce as Matthew 
7:20 instructs us to.   God will look at how you used his gifts, as 
well as where your heart was when using them. This is also seen 
in Matthew 6:5 when Jesus basically says these men love to 
pray in open and public places to flaunt how great they think they 
are in front of others, and gain a certain satisfaction in that type 
of recognition. Jesus said that they already have their reward.  

See Mat 6:22-23 “Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know 
them”.  
 
 
Defense No. 4 – Claim you never heard about God’s 
commandments 
 
In the United States criminal justice system, ignorance of the law 
is not an excuse. After committing a crime, you cannot escape 
the penalty of the law merely by asserting you did not know your 
actions were wrong. Every day, people are charged and convicted 



of crimes even though they did not know it was a violation of the 
law. Nevertheless, many who will be tried in God’s courtroom 
may present a defense based on their alleged ignorance of God. 
Some may assert they did not know or really believe that a 
certain act was sin. Others may assert that they never even heard 
the name of Jesus Christ or the requirements of salvation. Thus, 
the goal will be to demonstrate a lack of personal knowledge of 
God and his standards. They would point to the patent unfairness 
of God to condemn them for their ignorance. On its face, this is 
probably the most compelling defense. However, the Bible states 
that God has placed the knowledge of his existence in the heart 
of every person based on what is observed in creation; but when 
a person rejects the light they have been given, his heart 
becomes darkened: “For the wrath of God is revealed from 

heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because 
that which is known about God is evident within them; 
for God made it evident to them. For since the creation of 
the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and 
divine nature have been clearly seen, being understood 
through what has been made, so that they are without 
excuse. For even though they knew God, they did not 
honor Him as God, or give thanks; but they became futile 
in their speculations, and their foolish heart was 
darkened” (Rom. 1:18-21) (emphasis added). See (Luke 
12:47-48 ESV) 47 “And that servant who knew his 
master's will but did not get ready or act according to his 
will, will receive a severe beating. 48 But the one who did 
not know, and did what deserved a beating, will receive a 
light beating. Everyone to whom much was given, of him 
much will be required, and from him to whom they 
entrusted much, they will demand the more”.   

 



A person who has never even read the Bible knows certain 
actions are wrong. This is not to say that a person through 
creation will obtain detailed knowledge of God or a 
comprehensive understanding of all the commandments. 
However, certain laws of God are written in a person’s heart and 
conscience. “In that they show the work of the Law written 
in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness, and 
their thoughts alternately accusing or else defending 
them” (Rom. 2:15). Thus, the defense “I never knew my 
actions or thoughts were wrong” or “I never believed God 
existed” will not be accepted. Certainly, the evidence at your trial 
will include many activities, as well as thoughts you entertained, 
where your own conscience warned you to refrain, but you 
rejected your conscience and sinned against God. Upon rejecting 
the knowledge of God that you were given by your conscience 
and creation, it will be no defense to assert that you did not 
receive further light regarding salvation. 
 
The Evidence:  At this trial the case presented by the prosecutor 

will be thorough. There will be two kind of evidence admitted, 

there will be two exhibits:  

Exhibit A is called “The Books” opened in Rev 20:12. These 

books are God’s infallible records which contain a detail, exact 

account of all the works of every unsaved person. God is keeping 

an inexplicable account of every person’s life in his books. See 

Dan 7:10. The lost will be doomed because of their sinful deeds 

recorded in these books: “They were all judged according to 

their deeds” Rev 20:13 

Exhibit B contains more damning evidence. This exhibit is called 

“the book of life”.  It is a huge book, listing all the names of the 



lost and hopeless sinners who did not accept Jesus Christ to save 

them and pardon them from having to appear at this court. 

Exhibit B will see if the defendant’s name appear in the book of 

life. “Anyone whose name was not found recorded in the 

book of life was thrown into the lake of fire”. Rev 20:15 

The Verdict:  After considering the books and the book of life, 

the verdict of guilty will ring through the universe. The tribute of 

God will fall, and the unsaved will have no appeal. This verdict 

will stand for eternity. 

The Sentence:  This will be the harshest sentence at this 

judgment ever to take place. Life in the lake of fire forever, 

without parole.  No one will be able to defend himself or accuse 

God of unrigheousness”. 

The Penalty:  How would you feel if you were charged with a 
crime and your lawyer stated you would get off easy; but when 
you stood before the judge, you were sentenced to four years in 
prison.  It is unfortunate that there are many preachers and 
ministers who are also minimizing and sugar coating the penalty 
of the charge. Many individuals appearing in God's courtroom will 
be absolutely blind-sided and stunned when they hear the truth, 
perhaps for the first time, the exact penalty of the charge.  The 
charge is this: You have sinned against God. “For all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom.3:23). The 
penalty of the charge is spiritual death. The Bible states, "For the 
wages of sin is death....” (Rom.6:23). This not only means 
that a person's physical body will die because of sin but that he 
also will be eternally separated from God in a place called the 
Lake of Fire (Prison; the big house after convicted) "And if 
anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, 
he was thrown into the lake of fire" (Rev. 20:15). It is a 



place of darkness and suffering. After death, the penalty of sin 
will bring the full measure of God's wrath. The holiness and 
righteousness of God must be satisfied. Upon hearing that 
the penalty of the charge is eternity in the Lake of Fire, you might 
be thinking something similar to this: "We live in an age of 
science and computers. The concept of an eternal lake of fire is 
old fashioned and should be relegated to the shelf with other fairy 
tales. Besides, how can a truly loving and merciful God sentence 
a person to eternal damnation. I might have to suffer a little for 
some of my really bad sins, but I do not believe that I will be 
given an eternal death penalty. I should only be given probation 
or at least paroled in a few years." This type of reasoning actually 
sounds very logical. Unfortunately, millions of people will believe 
"eternal punishment is a fairy tale" only to realize two seconds 
after their death that they believed a lie. But they will not be able 
to sue their preacher or anyone else at that point. Furthermore, 
there is no appeal of God’s judgment. “Even from eternity I 
am He; and there is none who can deliver out of My hand; 
I act and who can reverse it?” (Isa. 43:13). In reality, there 
is no probation, no chance of parole, and no day-for-day good 
time credit on the penalty that God will impose on those 
convicted of the charge. With this particular charge, God has no 
discretion to reduce the length of the sentence. Remember, 
God is holy and must fully punish sin. There is only one 
length of sentence that can be imposed. It is eternal. The Bible 
states, "And these will go away into eternal punishment, 
but the righteous into eternal life"(Mat. 25:46). 
 

Even though God has no discretion on the length of the sentence 
or the place it will be served, this does not mean that everyone 
will receive the same degree of punishment. There are various 
factors that God may consider during the sentencing phase of the 
trial on the level of suffering a person will experience in the Lake 



of Fire. It appears that the amount of suffering will be 
proportionate to a person’s knowledge of God, the 
commandments, and the gospel. “And that slave who knew 
his master’s will and did not get ready or act in accord 
with his will, shall receive many lashes, but the one who 
did not know it, and committed deeds worthy of a 
flogging, will receive but few. And from everyone who has 
been given much shall much be required; and to whom 
they entrusted much, of him they will ask all the more” 
(Luke 12:47-48). Second, the Bible is quite clear that a person 
who refuses to repent of his sin is storing up wrath upon himself. 
By implication, different people will store up different amounts of 
wrath depending on the type and amount of sin. “But because 
of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are 
storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and 
revelation of the righteous judgment of God, who will 
render to every man according to his deed” (Rom. 2:5-6). 
Thus, the degree a person suffers in the Lake of Fire most likely 
will be determined by the type and amount of sin committed in 
this life and the extent of his knowledge of God, the 
commandments, and the gospel. 
 
In summary, a person who fails to plead guilty and enter into a 
plea agreement with God prior to his death will be confined to 
Hell (County Jail) experiencing torment for a minimum of 1,000 
years until his physical body is resurrected. You will have plenty 
of time to reflect on your past life to prepare for your trial. After 
the 1000 year period, the person’s spirit is united with a 
resurrected body. “Hades (Hell) gave up the dead which 
were in them ....” (Rev. 20:13). Thus, a person who proceeds 
to trial at the Great White Throne Judgment will stand before God 
in a resurrected body. “And I saw the dead, the great and 
the small, standing before the throne, and books were 



opened; and another book was opened, which is the book 
of life; and the dead were judged from the things which 
were written in the books, according to their deeds” (Rev. 
20:12). If a person is convicted at the Great White Throne 
Judgment, the whole person (spirit and body) is cast into the 
Lake of Fire (State Prison). 
 

God’s Offer of Pardon 

"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal 
life. For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the 
world, but that the world should be saved through Him" (John 
3:16-17). 
 

In human terms, God had a conflict. God must punish sin and 
extend his wrath and judgment because of his holiness. Every 
single sin that has ever been committed since the beginning of 
mankind must be punished fully. 
On the other hand, God desired to extend his forgiveness, mercy, 
and compassion because of his loving nature. If a pardon was to 
be worked out for mankind, both sides of God's character could 
not be compromised - and this was done. God sent his only 
begotten son, Jesus Christ, to the earth who was born of a virgin. 
He lived a sinless life on this earth. Jesus Christ allowed himself 
to be charged with your sin and then be crucified to a cross, a 
Roman method of torture and execution. All of your sin was 
placed on Jesus Christ. God then poured out all of His wrath and 
judgment on his son in your place. "But God demonstrated His 
own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us" (Rom. 5:8). After three days, Jesus Christ 
was resurrected from the dead. God is offering a complete 



pardon on the basis that the penalty of the charge has been paid 
fully by Jesus Christ when he shed his blood on the cross. “Much 
more then, having now been justified by His blood, we 
shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him” (Rom. 
5:9). Upon accepting the pardon, your name is recorded in 
heaven. “Rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven” 
(Luke 10:20). However, God’s pardon is conditional. There are 
specific conditions that must be satisfied in order to be eligible to 
receive the pardon. 
 

Pardon condition No. 1 – Admit 

The first condition is that you must plead guilty to the 
charge. You must admit that you have sinned against 
God. 

 

Pardon condition No. 2 – Believe 

The second condition is that you must believe that the 
penalty of your sin is eternal punishment from God. 
You must also believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God, he died on a cross and shed his blood to pay the 
penalty for your sin, and arose from the dead. 

Pardon condition No. 3 – Commit 

The third condition is that you must commit your life to 
Jesus Christ. "That if you confess with your mouth 
Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised 
Him from the dead, you shall be saved" (Rom. 10:9). 
You must be willing to submit to Jesus Christ as the 
absolute boss and authority of your life. You must also 



repent of your sin. "If we confess our sins, He is faithful 
and righteous to forgive us our sins …." (1 John 1:9) and 
"But unless you repent, you will all likewise perish." 
(Luke 13:5). Repentance is more than just admitting to 
God that you have sinned. The word “repentance” in the 
original Greek language of the Bible literally means to 
"change your mind" about sin. Repentance is telling God 
that you are sorry for your sin and that you are willing, 
by his help, to turn from sin. 

Accepting the Pardon 

You must personally accept the pardon. “But as many as 
received Him, to them He gave the right to become 
children of God, even to those who believe in His 
name....” (John 1:12). All pardons must be accepted to 
take effect.  God is offering a pardon to you. If you accept the 
pardon, you will not be tried! You will not be subject to the 
penalty of the charge! “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who 
hears My word, and believes He who sent Me, has eternal 
life, and does not come into judgment, but passes out of 
death into life” (John 5:24). If you refuse to accept the 
pardon, God will not force it upon you. Furthermore, you 
will be tried in God’s courtroom, convicted, and 
sentenced accordingly. 


